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Nor did they reject it with reluctance; their
rejection of it was fundamental to their whole
position. It was a position expressed in many
phrases, all of which strongly illuminate its
character. Thus there is the phrase which
speaks of the Church of England as " The
Church of our Baptism "; there is the phrase
which calls the Pope " an Italian Priest." (We
were implored only the other day by a high
dignitary of the Church of England " not to
grovel at the feet of an Italian priest.")
Just as the rejection of unity coupled with
infallible authority, is the intellectual or doctrinal
test of Laud's Protestantism, so in that equally
important matter of the emotions, and affection,
is repugnance for the true Church in communion
with the Pope as the centre of unity, the test
of his Protestantism also. The Catholic Church
of its nature excites either great loyalty or
repulsion. When it excites repulsion in a man,
that man is the enemy of the Faith, even though
he accept the greater part of its doctrine and the
greater part of its traditional externals, and an
organization and discipline under a hierarchy
similar in name to the Catholic.
Now for the Catholic Church Laud and his
followers felt repulsion instead of affection.
They felt (to use a modern phrase) that it was